


















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philo Judson Farnsworth 

First Head of the Department 

(1869-1892) 









 

 

Charles Sumner Chase 

Second Head of the Department 

(1892-1920) 







 

 

Oscar Henry Plant 

Third Head of the Department 

(1920-1939) 





Erwin G. Gross
Fourth Head of the Department

1940-1960













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauren A. Woods 

Fifth Head of the Department 

(1960-1970) 









John Paul Long
Sixth Head of the Department

1970-1983







The P. Michael Conn Years 

P. MICHAEL CONN
SEVENTH HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT 

1983-1994 

After a long search which involved two search committees, P. Michael Conn of North 
Carolina was appointed head of the department. 

Faculty added to the Department under Dr. Conn: 
Dr. Barry Kasson.1987 
Dr. Gary Rogers, 1986 
Dr. John Koland, 1990 
Dr. Sean Murphy, l 993 
Dr. Stephen Lewis, 1992 
Dr. Mario Ascoli, 1990 
Dr. Rory Fischer, 1987 

Joint appointments: 
Dr. Frank Faraci, Internal Medicine, 1999 
Dr. Don Heistad, Internal Medicine, 1999 
Dr. Howard Knapp, Internal Medicine, 1991 
Dr. Raymond Hohl, Internal Medicine , 1993 
Dr. Michael Miller, Psychiatry, 1993 
Dr. Alan Kim Johnson, Physiology, 1983 

The book "Essentials of Pharmacology" was published by the department. It did well 
and was translated into Spanish. It was adopted by three medical colleges in Mexico. 

Dr. Mike Brody died December 2, 1990. In his memory a Michael J. Brody 
Lectureship was established. Graduate students in the department select the lecturer. A 
plaque in the second floor open area has recorded the lecturers. Many notable people 
have been selected. (see list) 

Teaching: 
The department voted to develop four tracks for the graduate program. 
These were: 

Cellular and Molecular Pharmacology 
Chemical Metabolism and Toxicology 
Cellular and Integrative Neuropharmacology 
Integrative Cardiovascular Pharmacology and Autonomic Pharmacology, 

On January 15, 1994, the ten full professors (primary appointments) in the department 
requested Dean Lynch to change the leadership of the department. This resulted in 
several meetings with Dean Lynch as well as Dr, Henri Manasse, vice president for 
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P. Michael Conn
Seventh Head of the Department

1983-1994







 

Arthur Spector 

  Interim Head of the Department 

  (1994-1996) 

 

 

 





Gerald F. Gebhart
Eighth Head of the Department 

1996-2006







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donna Hammond 

  Interim Head of the Department 

  (2006-2010) 

 

 

 

 





Curt Sigmund 

Ninth Head of the Department 

(2010-2019) 







Edwin (Ted) Abel, III 

      Tenth Head of the Department 

    (2019-2026) 














